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tion of their faculties.    They may, indeed, taste a kind of malignant pleasure in those actions to which they are accustomed whilst in this life,  but when they are removed from all those objects which are here apt to gratify them, they will naturally become their own tormentors, and cherish in themselves those painful habits of mind which are called, in Scripture phrase, the worm which never dies.    The notion of heaven and hell is so very comfortable to the light of nature, that it was discovered by several of the most exalted heathens.    It has been finely improved  by many eminent divines of the last age, as in particular by Archbishop Tillotson and Dr Sherlock, but there is none who has raised such noble speculations upon it as Dr Scott 1, in the first book of his Christian Life, which is one of the finest and most rational schemes of divinity that is written in our tongue, or in any other.   That excellent author has shown how every particular custom and habit of virtue will, in its own nature, produce the heaven or a state of happiness in him who shall hereafter practise it.    As, on the contrary, how every custom or habit of vice will be the natural hell of him in whom it subsists.
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c aliquid quandoque audebis.    Juv., Sat. ii, 82
THE first steps towards ill are very carefully to be avoided, for men insensibly go on when they are once entered, and do not keep up a lively abhorrence of the least unworthiness. There is a certain frivolous falsehood that people indulge themselves in, which ought to be had in greater detestation than it commonly meets with. What I mean is a neglect of

